
Analysis of Female Reenactors Survey 
 

This survey was given to assess the perceptions and opinions of the female reenacting community. Respondents were 

given two different surveys based on gender, with respondents identifying as female given more questions based on 

their preferences. Respondents identifying as male were given fewer questions based on their perceptions. Survey 

results will be used to identify strengths and weaknesses of the community, as well as aspects of actionable 

improvement. Our hope is that this survey will help improve the hobby, and progress towards improved experiences for 

all participants.  

 

Question 1 (given to all respondents):  
 

  



Section 1: Female Respondents 

Question 2:  

 

 

 

  



Question 3:  

 

 

Question 4:  

 

 

Question 5: Do you belong to a unit/reenacting group?  
Yes, Female only 27.5% 
Yes, Predominately male 34.5% 
Yes, Coed 34.5% 
Yes, as a conglomerate (ex. Insurance based groups) 4.7% 
No 16.3% 
Miscellaneous: 6.4% 

Note: Respondents were allowed to select more than one answer 



Question 6:  

 

 

Question 7:  

 

 

 

 

  



Question 8:  

 

Question 9: What are your favorite aspects of events? 
 Common themes included public events (more so than private or immersive events) and educational 

interpretation; Seeing friends and spending time with other reenactors; and being able to interact with Veterans. A few 

respondents specifically mentioned the vehicles and aircrafts. Additionally, the experiential aspects of reenacting, 

especially in terms of being able to immerse oneself in the time period.  

Excerpts: 

 Meeting veterans and educating the public on what women did in WWII. 

 I love being able to create unique displays at each event and being able to visit with old friends in my downtime 

from all over the country. Half the fun of this hobby is to be able to share it with others who love history as 

much as I do. 

 Interaction with visitors and to educate people. We are like a family and in hard times we are there for each 

other. 

 My two favorite aspects of events are historical immersion and talking to the public. I enjoy the work that goes 

into setting up camp and living as authentically as I can, bit I also enjoy at public events the chance to talk to the 

public and share what I have learned. 

 Zoney experiences, teaching, experimental archeology type stuff. 

 Talking to visitors about female combatants and participating in battles.  

 Comradery. Teaching history by being history.  Being able to appeal to all the senses to help drive our mission 

home. Using STEAM techniques to teach history 



 While sharing my knowledge of the ARC Military Welfare Service with visitors to my display is a large part of 

what I love to do, my most favorite part is to actually do the work that the ARC overseas workers did by setting 

up and serving the re-enacting troops coffee and donuts in camp and in the field. 

 Being able to teach the public about nursing and medical advancements... and their faces when they see our 

demos! 

 The sharing of information. Among specialists, reenactors by themselves and public if there is. 

 Nurturing my obsessive interests with other like-minded nerds. 

 The ability to represent the roles and responsibilities of the women I portray and educate others both public and 

other reenactors on their historical impact to the time period.   

 Speaking with the public, especially those that find the non-battle impressions refreshing and different.  

 My favorite events are immersion/campaigner events, where I can really feel like I'm as authentic as possible. 

 Camaraderie, testing historical hypothesis based on research, sharing information, and educating other 

reenactors and the public.  

 I enjoy static displays that cover a wide variety of units and impressions. I did a lot of research for my 

impressions and enjoy talking to the public about them, and I like learning new things from the other reenactors. 

 Seeing groups work together to make the event look good for the public. I’m new to the WWII family, I like how 

it’s educational and open for questions. 

 The feeling of truly going back in time, and living history. 

 Educating the public and presenting research.  

 Meeting others who have similar passion for history and the hobby. Educating the public with knowledge they 

have not previously been introduced to regarding women in WWII. Displaying my original collection with the 

public, and letting them see details of items and uniforms, as well as sharing information on the veteran it 

belonged to, in person. 

 Speaking with the public and helping them understand what it is we are trying to portray and why it was/is 

important.  Giving the female public (mostly younger ages) an opportunity to see someone NOT holding a gun 

and showing them that everyone was important in the war effort, both stateside and away.  Building 

relationships with other reenactors, I have found some terribly good friends along the way that would never 

have been in my life otherwise.  I also really like the clothes, people just dressed better back then and it makes a 

person not only look good, but feel good inside and out. 

 Being able to relive aspects of history that members of my family went through, allowing myself to better 

understand what they went through. 

 

Question 10: What are your least favorite aspects of events? 
 The answers to this question were much more varied, and ranged from event-specific aspects, to fellow 

reenactors and public, weather, authenticity issues and how they are or are not addressed. Poor event leadership, 

insufficient or unclear communication, bad organization, and inferior physical facilities were all highlighted. Weather 

and wearing of wool (especially in hot weather) were addressed. Respondents identified not enough female participants 

and not enough activities for female involvement at events. Rude public, misogyny from male reenactors, bullying in 

multiple iterations, and perceptions of being judged or feeling isolated were mentioned. Another issue was the after-

hours party culture, especially in terms of misuse of alcohol. Finally, lack of research and/or authenticity, especially by 

other female participants was identified as an issue.  

Excerpts:  

 The anxiety and negative atmosphere that certain female individuals create at events and how they like to try 

and drag others into their drama. Not everyone has to or is going to get along, but I am increasingly frustrated 

with women in certain regions and the growing "us vs them" mentality that is occurring. It has gotten to the 



point that I have stopped attending events in certain regions as I just do not want to be surrounded by this 

culture. 

 Since I’m new, I am wary of all of the alleged drama, the last thing I want to do is waste my off time having to 

deal with drama llama ding dongs for small bits of good, thankfully the impression I picked purposely allows me 

to dictate my own level of involvement. 

 As female reenactors we are more like space filling. The boys go to a mock battle and we are sitting on our 

asses. So with 3 other woman of our group, we are starting an independent WAC group... So we could use your 

help! 

 Frat party after hours behavior, being excluded because the organizers don't want to deal with women that 

aren't associated with large items they want for the event (usually armor, or crew served weapons).  

 Part I can't control and part I can. Especially at public events, I have heard quite a bit of misinformation being 

spread to the public by many units. In my own unit, it is a struggle to get members to get involved with that 

public at all, and a lot of our team me is spent huddling together in camp watching everyone walk by. 

 Lack of bathrooms.  

 Overbearing coordinators, lack of respect for reenactors, bad planning. 

 The general standoffishness of women to one another. Women being afraid of approaching other women, and 

general gossip. 

 Public display events where you’re expected to stand, look pretty and do nothing. You’re also expected to cater 

to unrealistic demand by event coordinators. (I.e. show day to day camp life without fire or the ability to do 

work details) 

 When it is not clear who the event POC my group is assigned to doesn't communicate with us about who we are 

to report problems to and where the event-provided supplies are and so forth.   

 Not being able to find places to change privately. Some events don’t have portable potties, and girls can’t pee in 

the woods that well... 

 Interacting with the public, massive crowds, and wearing wool in the summer.  I wish there were events similar 

to Gap (i.e. mostly private and suitable for communications impressions) closer to me and I wish that there were 

more events, public or private, in the Fall/Winter. 

 Period-correct misogyny used as an excuse for modern misogyny 

 I love my unit, but due to the age and gender gap between most of them and I, I often find myself out of place. 

It's also a bit disheartening seeing that people mostly come to our unit to look at Bren guns and I've had people 

ask about medic duties purely out of pity... 

 Having my impression lumped in with others (i.e. assuming every German in uniform is a nurse) mainly by other 

reenactors, being objectified as a female in the hobby no matter what I do or say alone or with my unit 

members, and assuming that I'm not there of my own choice but rather was brought there by my significant 

other (i.e. what unit is your boyfriend/husband in) 

 It seems men are more willing to talk to you on the side to get started in the hobby. Women seem a little more 

unapproachable. My son has had more luck getting started with his impression and events. 

 The people who think you are there because your partner reenacts or that you haven't done your research.  

 Males not interacting with female units, petty drama between groups, not being inclusive enough of well-

meaning newbs, males not welcoming a female presence. 

 Not being able to participate as inclusively as male participants.  

 Afraid to be judged that my kit is not up to expectations.  

 Sometimes there seems to be some weird politics regarding organizations or nonprofits… Sometimes it seems 

like certain units are in competition with each other when in actuality we are all in this together for the same 

reasons… To educate the public and to do this for ourselves.  It’s not about politics it’s about having fun with it 

while at the same time portraying it accurately.  

 Personally I'm not super into tactical events or events that are not open to the public. 

 Females not having a lot of roles in events or tacticals. We basically sit at camp and watch or make sure lunch is 

ready and take pictures. At public events, we sit at camp and do explanations of weapons. I’d like to see more 



things for us to do at public events than just sit at camp and explain things. Like I said previously, I’m new and 

haven’t been to huge events, so things could be different at bigger events. 

 The inappropriately timed and sometimes rude “correction” of fellow reenactors, particularly when done in an 

intentionally demeaning or degrading manner. 

 The summer heat.  I do not like general farbiness and when people get upset when you have kind, yet 

constructive criticisms. 

 Women often have gotten authenticity passes and standards are not taken seriously. It's really annoying when 

there is already a lot of sexism and assumptions made about women in the hobby by men. Women who don't 

take their impressions seriously and it really only proves that those kind of guys are kind of right. Also, when 

trying to approach another female reenactor about their impression or just making friends in general usually 

doesn't work since most women I've approached are defensive and rude. I don't know if it's because I do Soviet 

and many reenactors in general are put off by that before even talking to me or my unit. 

 The bickering among some re-enactors, the negative competition among some, and new people being scared 

out of the hobby by those who have been doing it for years and self appointed themselves the gatekeepers of 

the hobby but do not behave in a manner that elevates the hobby. 

 General public shunning women in OD/trousers; pin-up sexism; lack of historical accuracy.  

 At mass events (with entrance tickets) visitors have no respect! They enter your private tent, look into your food 

crates, climb & enter vehicles without asking... 

 Being judged because of my weight as a female reenactor or being told as a female I cannot do certain things 

within the hobby or at an event. 

 When people fall out of character and talk about modern day things. 

 I oftentimes would not feel welcomed by other reenactors, particularly the female ones. It was as if there was a 

private club and they were not open to new members. 

 Patrons who negatively critique impressions. It's reenactment, not time travel. The kids are the most important 

part of keeping this history alive, and they don't know or care if a shirt collar, or pin, isn't historically accurate. 

 The work of set up/take down, slackers in the unit, men who assume you're ignorant on the subject or tagging 

along with your significant other just because. 

 1st person/ pretend paperwork/ IDs etc. 

 When people are not willing to teach the new reenactors but complain about them for making mistakes. 

 Having to prove myself to male reenactors, not very many other female reenactors 

 Lack of authenticity directors/enforcement, bullies in the form of event leadership. 

 

Question 11: What would you like to see more of at events? 
The most common answer was more female participants, followed by more/better authenticity. Both more chances for 

public interpretation, and more immersive opportunities were identified. Requests were made for more organization for 

female participants, more classes/lectures/other activities geared toward reenactors. Many respondents who have 

civilian impressions asked for there to be more opportunities for them to feel more involved. Finally, more chances for 

reenactors to interact, both formally and socially were addressed.  

Excerpts:  

 Encouragement to work together on displays and create displays that are interactive to educate the public. 

 Female authenticity standards raised. More public interaction and less, I am cute so take my picture.  

 Gatherings and opportunities for reenactors to bond and learn from one another. 

 Attention to support elements which were the vast majority of the military during WWII. 

 Areas for both sides to meet and talk 

 Educating of fellow reenactors. I hear stuff coming from others about my impression that is wrong a lot! 

 More of a female military presence, more interactive -static-displays 



 Ways to encourage the public to see all displays like "passports" to be stamped etc. 

 I would love more opportunities for non-combatant reenactors and units to be highlighted. 

 Better labels to know what to expect at events - family friendly? Then leave the pinups out of sight. Also more 

family friendly events.  

 Well researched impressions. 

 A diversity in divisional aspects, I.e. more med stuff, more signals stuff, more paperwork. 

 Respect for the time, effort, money and travel it takes to do what we do.  At the least a little understanding 

would go a long way. 

 More opportunities for civilian impressions to show their stuff--war workers, CD, etc. 

 Collaborative talks and presentations on various topics at the events done by reenactors for reenactors in a 

centralized location. 

 Consistency with leadership. More communication between leadership and participants 

 More immersive events with rear line components to it. Not always battle focused, but has a strong HQ 

presence and after hour zone that add to the experience. 

 I would like to see more elements for civilians, because there is often nothing to do but wander and look pretty. 

There aren’t many activities or groups. 

 Learning opportunities for re-enactors 

 Firstly, more respect for the female reenactors' impressions.  There have been times when I have felt like I'm 

there on sufferance simply because my husband is at an event with his unit, as if I'm a tag-along.  Thankfully, 

that is happening less and less as the ARC groups get larger and bring bigger and better displays.  Secondly, I 

really wish that event organizers would provide better information on where the camps and displays are to be 

set up.  "Set up next to the chaplains" is not a very useful direction.  I'd like to see the perimeter of each unit's 

assigned area at events marked clearly, including a sign with the group's name, the CO's contact info, and the 

dimensions of the space they have been allotted, so there is less confusion and conflict about just who has how 

much space. 

 More women's meet ups 

 Organization to units and daily activities 

 Axis homefront displays and late war European impressions vs. high glam Hollywood/pinup vibes.  So few 

women want to portray the less glam side of WW2.  You don't even have to look that busted either - low 

effort/imperfect hairstyles, minimal makeup, make do and mend clothing and accessories, and ready to talk 

about why she doesn't look like what everyone assumes women of the era looked like due to 

rationing/shortages. 

 More female and coed units and female leadership!  It should be much more accepted that females reenact 

whatever they're most interested in rather than being limited to a few set roles 

 Non-battle impressions or behind the front impressions. I love to learn about communications and the supply 

chain. 

 More of a commitment to authenticity. 

 More reenactors actually performing tasks instead in sitting in their tents 

 More friendly socializing between different reenacting groups, more opportunities for authentic living history 

displays 

 More immersive living history opportunities. 

 Conversation and engagements, especially with other units! (Axis and Allied, Union and Confederates, etc.) 

 Interactive displays of people doing the jobs of what they portray, not just talking about it. 

 More inclusion of civilians and daily life 

 Inclusivity, and higher accuracy standards - productive instruction/mentoring 

 Displays, obvious demonstrations of research, more primary sources, a willingness to take someone aside and 

help them better their impression 

 First person demos 



 More interactive displays for public events 

 More re-enactors coming together in a way that elevates the hobby and contributes to an overall, more 

enhanced educational experience, for the public spectator.  More kindness and acceptance between veteran 

reenactors and new members of the hobby. More static educational displays, more period specific vendors 

related to the era being represented. 

 Better organization, a more structured female role. 

 First person living history, based on proper research. 

 More displays of women's uniforms and personal belongings 

 Campaigner events that include women 

 Classes and lectures 

 Meals where you can socialize with other reenactors, complementary ice and water, and the nicer portapotties 

that have running water (I.e. ones that thee bring in for weddings) 

 Different things to do for reenactors. Not just a battle and ball. I’m not sure what I’m looking for, but It’d be nice 

to see other things from ww2 at events 

 Emphasis on education and interpretation. 

 I'd love to see more learning aids, especially for children, at public events. Kids love hands on things (such as 

being able to handle radios) and things they can take home, such as handouts or coloring pages. 

 More coordination and cohesion between units to create a more authentic event with higher standards of 

authenticity. 

 

Question 12: What would you like to see less of at events? 
 The most common theme was inaccuracies/lack of authenticity. Pin-ups were commonly pointed out as a source 

of these. Respondents also identified less party-culture in the evenings, and less misuse of alcohol. Other key points 

included bullying, drama, misogyny, and gatekeeping. As with other questions there is a split between people who 

would like to see more or less first person, etc.  

• Blatant disregard for material authenticity (Visible tattoos, noticeable roots or fake hair colors, French 
braids, visible makeup on Axis military and paramilitary impressions), period inappropriate behavior while in 
uniform such as drunkenness and smoking (Axis). Females just consistently wandering instead of playing an 
appropriate role. 

• Female impressions done within groups that don’t fit what they are portraying. Eg. Female impression in a 
male combat unit as a tag-a-long. 

• I'd like to see less sitting around and being bored. If you have members of a unit who aren't involved in 
actively engaging the public, perhaps they could practice some drill moves, or clean a rifle for the public to 
see. 

• Blatant disrespect of authenticity. 
• 1st person 
• "Is this the exact button used by xx in time of yy" 
• Booze Behavior.  General isolationist politics.  Thought we were all here for the same reason. 
• Pin-ups! No more pin-ups please... No farbs please. Historical inaccuracy. Inactive reenactors, please do 

something active at an event. 
• Too many modern vendors at public events. Unrealistic battles and displays for the time period being 

represented. (Ex. DRK Helferin on the battlefield applying field dressings and responding to wounded 
soldiers, Female German impressions in full on smokey eye and thick makeup, Vietnam era, Army nurse 
displays and impressions at a WWII event). Guys dragging their girlfriends to events and not taking it 
seriously- dressing them in incorrect clothing and not giving them a chance to explore and create their own 
experience through proper channels.   

• I would love to see people stop making assumptions about Soviet reenactors or being rude to reenactors 
who do anything Eastern front related 

• Stereotypical pinups being the only civilians and less bullying of others. 



• Modern radios and phones and e-cigarettes/vape pens   
• Less of a focus on pinup impressions, would want more accurate civilian impressions. 
• Reenactorisms  
• Rampant nudity pictures in camps, women walking around like scantily clad pin up girls 
• Other units, specifically male, try and overshadow and degrade our female unit 
• "My group is more authentic/established/etc. than your group" attitudes.  Reenactors letting their personal 

conflicts with other reenactors overflow onto the folks like me who don't want to be caught in the middle of 
their disagreements while events are going on.  I should not have to fear being shunned because I said good 
morning to someone that someone else and their friends have an issue with. 

• Lack of standards, modern food vendors, expectations for every one to partake in public battles. 
• Less rockabilly coming to events and confusing the public. 
• Female impressions done within groups that don’t fit what they are portraying. E.g. Female impression in a 

male combat unit as a tag-a-long. 
• Gatekeeping 
• The very few negative individuals who tear others down and create rivalries between units/event 

leadership. 
• People with angry agendas.  Mostly, the "old timers" who have been at this for 25+ years, times are a 

changing boys!  There are SO MANY good things happening at events for all genders, let's focus on that! 

 

Question 13: Have you ever participated in a Safety & Authenticity check? Was it effective? Why or 

why not? 
 Safety & Authenticity checks are not carried out all events, 42% of respondents who answered this question 

have never participated in either. Of those who had participated in S&A, Safety is viewed as effective, but authenticity is 

very hit or miss. Authenticity checks for female impressions seem to be viewed as more effective at the unit level, 

because of a lack of knowledge of female impressions at higher levels. Event S&A coordinators are often not well versed, 

give preferential treatment to friends, pass inaccurate pinups, or stated authenticity standards are not enforced. These 

lead to frustration among other participants.  

Excerpts 

 Yes, at some events it is quite effective, however often times female authenticity checks are not as the 
individuals are not well versed enough in the background and appropriate history of the garments (particularly 
for civilian attire.) 

 Yes, no because authenticity was not enforced 

 Many. In the beginning, they were completely ineffective. "Do you have a gun? No?" Signs my card. Now, they 
are getting much better. Checking hairstyles, uniforms, and make-up accuracy. 

 Not a safety check. Authenticity check yes. It was helpful to improving your impression, but at an event when 
you brought only what you thought you needed and can't always fix things in the moment it can also be 
frustrating. 

 Yes, many times for many different events. Safety doesn't seem to be as big an issue but some people or groups 
take great offense to authenticity checks/standards. Theses need to be done in a way that does not belittle or 
intimidate. The good, better, best model seems to work well for the 18th century events I attend. We are all at 
different levels and abilities in the hobby. 

 Yes, and I've organized them. They work well, so long as people are aware of the guidelines. It gives a baseline 
minimum of authenticity. They're very common outside of WWII reenacting (very common at Rev War and Civil 
War authentic events). 

 Yes. Safety was done properly but authenticity inspector was not well versed in our area and made wrong 
assumptions about our women’s roles.  

 Authenticity Checks almost always seem to bend and garbage leaks in. Very very few exceptions.  



 Yes. Always ineffective. Women either become defensive, in one ear and out the other, and come back with the 
same poor impression year after year. Reinforcing standards throughout the event seems ineffective as it is 
ultimately up to unit commanders to keep individuals accountable. 

 Yes.  It wasn't effective because even if you try to suggest change nicely on the civiian side, people may or may 
not change outfits for an event. 

 Yes. Safety I think it extremely important but I found that people were “checking” for authencitiy when they had 
no knowledge of the impression. Women are often lumped in as all instead of looking at specific impressions. 

 Yes.  I think it was effective for the most part, but if you are the only person at a small event doing an unusual 
impression, it's sometimes difficult to get the S&A people to understand that you can't always fit into the 
standard requirements. 

 Yes.  No, I think they're largely useless.  Authenticity standards for female impressions are so rarely enforced, 
and 80% of the time we are literally left to our own devices because no one has even been assigned to check 
female impressions.  I think this should be handled on a unit level.   

 Yes.  Not offensive in the least. 

 Yes have participated in S&A checks, was it effective yes & no, our unit commanders have been designated as 
inspectors for our respective impressions at past events, when it is a smaller event and the women there in 
other units have collaborated with us it has been effective as they will listen to our feedback on corrections to 
their impression as beneficial to improving themselves as a reenactor and will make the required corrections, at 
other larger events this has not been effective as many women who need to be addressed do not listen as they 
adopt the mentality that the inspector is not their unit commander and therefore has no authority to give them 
directions.   

 No - other than our internal authenticity checked which were effective because they were instructive without 
making you feel bad or stupid. 

 as a unit we have come together and discuss what we need to wear, and hell… This is only made our impressions 
better. It has always been addressed in a positive light which has always made the effectiveness easier . 

 Yes, and I personally love them. It can ruffle feathers of those not on board 100%, and/or those lacking the 
maturity to handle criticism. We grow through correction. 

 Yes. I have done the checking of female allied impressions. It is hard to pull some of the women away from the 
men’s units and help them make a better impression 

 Yes and no it was not effective. The person doing the check had no clue what they were looking at. As long as 
the overall look seemed okay you were signed off on. Vehicle safety meetings are a joke because when the 
people running them dont follow the rules then what's the point of having rules. Once people start seeing the 
person in charge not following the rules they dont care to either. 

 Yes. Not particularly. The pinups somehow passed. 

 Yes. Effective as I was able to fix authenticity errors for future events and share the knowledge to others. 

 Yes. It was not effective at a few events, where female impressions were concerned, because those performing 
the S&A checks did not hold knowledge in the areas they were inspecting or showed favoritism to their friends 
and gave them free passes. I also have been at tacticals where firearms were not properly inspected and proper 
procedures were not in place and followed. 

 Yes. Sometimes effective, but requires buy-in from participants and willingness/ability to enforce the rules.  
Also, for authenticity with female reenactors, requires somebody who actually knows which standards are 
applied to women. 

 Yes I've participated. And sometimes they are effective, but more often than not you see arguments about an 
item or piece of clothing. I've had to carry a binder with photos and documentation for my impression to quell 
arguments with people. 

 Yes I have always passed, even in the beginning because my CO took the time to instruct and eventuate so that 
her group was well groomed and outfitted.  If we didn't have something she would find it or educate so we 
could acquire it.  I have also checked people at S&A.  When I have been the checker there has been a 
misunderstanding on authenticity levels, what I believed the standards to be were much higher than other 
checkers so many folks were passed that were not correct.  Great strides have been taken in the past few years 
to help inform and guide new folks, but standards waver depending on who is there and checking.  Kindness 
goes a long way in telling someone they need to change their clothing, add/subtract.  Military is a little easier 



sometimes (not always), Tab A goes in Slot B depending on timeline/location.  Civilian of any theater is difficult 
and terribly subjective.  Basic shapes & fabric choices are universal and easier to explain in the moment.  
BUT....if a person feels slighted (self induced) there is very little room to fix it, which causes drama, not helpful.   

 Yes, but it was handled more like a safety and authenticity briefing - essentially leaving the checks to be done 
individually. While no issues were had with safety, authenticity was still an issue afterwards. 

 

Question 14: What do you feel are the biggest strengths of the female reenacting community? 
By far, the biggest strengths of the female reenacting community were identified as the sense of community itself, our 

growth, and our dedication. Being able to educate the public on lesser known aspects, and willingness to share 

information with each other were also identified.  

Excerpts: 

 Being of a minority in the hobby allows us to connect to one another and support each other's journey. 

 We currently have a large group of strong positive young leaders that are encouraging others to think outside of 
the box and network together to help improve everyone's units as a whole. They are tech and media savvy and 
are doing an excellent job at creating positive environments for their members and encouraging others where 
they can. 

 Showing public that women have been very active in war effort, stopping the sexist pinup culture ("all female 
reenactors are treated as sexy pinups for the men"), strong personal bonds within the female groups. 

 We lift each other up and teach what we can! 

 Personally, I would say our dedication to authenticity in most of the well-established female units. 

 We have unique impressions that can show a correct view of history. Women did not just sit back at home 
during the war on either side. They got up and got out and they did their bit to support their country. 

 Our ability to help create tutorials and even forums online to help one another, spreading correct research to 
each other, and even Facebook groups 

 Ability to network, be creative and take on challenges. Some women I know are willing to go above and beyond 
to help new members and others in the hobby. 

 There are a lot of smart, passionate, and knowledge women in the hobby. Because we are less likely to portray 
combat roles, I really appreciate how we can bring attention to parts of the war that aren't as theatrical or "big 
explosions." 

 We now have evolved to stand up for ourselves and demand the respect we deserve. 

 Many of us tend to stick up for each other and I think it’s important to show the many different contributions of 
women from across Axis/Allied/civilian 

 The ability to share resources and knowledge. 

 We are growing in numbers, and quickly. It’s amazing to see women having a larger presence in the community. 

 Adding to an experience that is all inclusive. Be it HQ set up typing reports and passes of a field setting when 
deemed acceptable (Soviet). The war wasn’t just fought long men and male soldiers would have to work with 
women in uniforms frequently. (As well as civilian). War isn’t just about guns, it’s about an operation that used 
every one and effected every one. 

 I think our biggest strength comes from the way we work together, between events and at them, sharing our 
individual knowledge and encouragement with one another. Sharing this support helps us to improve our 
presentations, and also helps strengthen each of us when we need to stand up to those who don't feel that we 
don't know what we are talking about or those who actually state that women don't belong in the hobby. (Yes, I 
have met some people like that over the last 8 years or so.) 

 When there’s a problem, we’re great at getting it together to discuss it and resolve it. 

 I haven’t had the best experience within the community. Some groups are more inclusive of outsiders than 
others. Hard to find others who do my impression that are accepting. 

 Support for each other and impressions. Sharing places to find great vintage & repro materials. 

 More women participating and dispelling the assumption that women are only there to accompany their 
significant others.   

 Shared dedication to interpretation of the female experience 



 In recent years the shift/growth of more dedicated female reenactors who are there due to their own passions 
and dedication to authenticity and the recognition they are starting to receive.  

 The tenacity of the participants to make their mark in a male dominated hobby 

 Community on social media, staying informed on info/events in online groups, sharing info on where to get gear,  
supporting each other, inclusion of newbies. 

 Well, for starters we’re ladies… Do we need another reason? Just kidding, but, some of the biggest strength 
really are that we are portraying women of the past… And showing especially in World War II that not every 
woman was a “housewife or a baby machine…” (Sorry for the crude wording) but, there were women who were 
really pouring their heart and soul and all of their Strength out there in support of the war, and for the men 
fighting overseas, as well as taking care of them in the fields. For crying out loud we were home working on 
machines and building stuff and accepted for it for the first time. It’s really cool to see because, I definitely didn’t 
learn about the women of World War II minus the “housewife“ part (& maybe “Rosie the Riveter”) in school. 

 Telling the stories of lesser known heroes and shattering the public perception of women not being as involved 
in the War as men. Visitors have been consistently delighted to meet the women in our unit and learn about the 
various Commonwealth women we portray - I feel that sharing their stories is important and powerful and I am 
proud to do it. 

 That there is a powerful, blossoming group of women entering into the hobby, of their own volition. (Not just 
“reenactor girlfriend” syndrome.) 

 The passion and excitement as well as the dedication to the hobby! 

 A willingness to look out for others.  I have had several people help me scout for uniform pieces, and that has 
helped me immensely. 

 There is a small select group of ladies from various units that are very eager to research and make available 
accurate information to better the overall impressions of the females in the hobby. 

 Education and sisterhood. We can create a family where everyone is included. 

 A lot of us have unique experiences that we all share with each other, and the female groups seem a lot more 
welcoming than coed/male groups 

 I feel like we help a lot with organization and making sure that little things are taken care of. 

 Our willingness to dedicate ourselves to more technical impressions and finding our uniforms despite how 
challenging it can be. 

 Pushing each other towards better research. Openness to recruiting. Patience when dealing with big 
personalities. 

 The level of knowledge and professionalism and dedication to the hobby and impression being represented has 
improved dramatically over the last five years. One of the biggest strengths is that I think, overall, there is more 
care and research being put into the impression and it makes for an impressive display and sharing of 
knowledge. 

 Togetherness. The absolute sharing of all sources, knowledge, pictures, videos, etc. Like a bundle of 
international love! 

 Strength in numbers, opportunities to 'brigade' with other female groups (as male groups do), opportunities to 
share knowledge research and skills, Sisterhood 

 Most people are willing to share information, facts, good practices etc. If you're kind and respectful everyone 
will help you answering your questions and so will I 

 Tenacity of those who want to do something good.  There are a lot of fabulous gals out there who are doing 
amazing things, they bring more (either in items or knowledge, mostly both), usually do more for the community 
and are ready for anything.  Also, the variety of impressions presented by the ones who are really trying, there 
are so many options and I believe they are harder to accomplish (especially military ones) because there are 
tons of men's uniforms to use/find and very few female uniforms to use because of sheer numbers in the world.  
Modern female usually have to create/reproduce a good portion of their clothing to make it fit a modern figure 
successfully.  The gals who are doing something good are also the ones quietly helping and guiding the bright 
young things.  They take them under their wing and help them grow. 

 We’re finally getting numbers to get noticed and not be an afterthought or a tag along. 

 Having the ability to tell little girls that they can do this too. That it's not only men. And women were not just 
nurses. 



 I feel like there are many of us who have done a great deal of research and are more than willing to share their 
findings. Others of us may not be as good at research, but perhaps we have other strengths, such as handling 
weapons, sewing, or even flying airplanes. We all bring something to the table. 

 Community and willingness to collaborate with other units. Dedication to conduct research and strive to 
improve impressions. 

 

Question 15: What do you feel are the biggest weaknesses of the female reenacting community? 
The biggest weaknesses identified were drama (especially in terms of key individuals at the epicenter); lack of 

authenticity standards for female impressions, or lack of research; bullying, lack of respect, exclusivity; and not enough 

female participants. Difficulty in acquiring equipment/gear and gatekeeping were also identified, as were issues with 

events not being geared towards female impressions.  

Excerpts:  

 Not being held to the same standards of authenticity by our male counterparts -essentially being given a free 

pass for being a pretty face with a chest. 

 There are a select few, yet very vocal negative individuals in this hobby that are intent only on tearing other 

individuals or groups down and are wanting only on being viewed as the "historian" or know it all resource. It is 

incredibly defeating to see individuals actively attempting to sabotage or create unneeded public online drama 

for others. As the old saying goes, "If you don't have anything nice to say, don't say it at all" - these individuals 

could learn from this. 

 The biggest weaknesses would be egos, elitist attitudes, and power trips. With us being in such a narrow 

dominated hobby, we all have a little something to prove, but we need to make sure that we're lifting our fellow 

females up instead of crushing them down. With that said though, we also need to have thick skin. There's 

nothing wrong with tough love and constructive criticism. 

 The promotion and organization of these units at events. 

 The biggest weakness I find often is lack of research on a person's particular impression.  Second to that is taking 

each other down with snideness and harsh words.  Also, perpetuating the idea that any female in attendance is 

looking to hook up (don't get me wrong, some are, that is their choice) but most are not.  The guys don't need 

encouragement, it is just the way we are all wired.  If there is true interest you can accomplish that without 

being cheap and easy.   

 I hate to see a male reenactor drop off his girlfriend with just a random female group when they are not 

interested. This is incredibly awkward for all parties involved. I am also not a fan of pin-up impressions that are 

just a cover for selling pornographic material. 

 Lack of standards 

 Lack of reproduction and surplus items. 

 It's not a weakness per se, but I wish that there were more female reenactors in my area. 

 Intolerance.  Indignation.  Disdain for others who are not part of organizations. Double standards. Selfish and 

standoffish attitude.   

 When women do not contribute or try to do as much as the men. They sit back and allow the men to do for 

them. 

 I believe that you have to look a certain way to be the idealistic vision of a Wac or portraying a civilian and it 

doesn’t help when men and photographers want that specific pin up look. When you are a Waac in a field they 

didn’t look like pin ups. There is a lot of slagging off and it seems like no one compliments anyone. 

 The bickering and competition that I have witnessed among certain female reenactors, one in particular, that 

has been particularly toxic to the hobby and female reenacting community  ( by spreading false rumors and lies 

about other female reenactors, to gain a following and friendships, all because of jealousy and an imaginary 

competition she is having with these other reenactors. She has made new “friends” and then when they 

produce an impressive impression, or befriend someone she is jealous of or doesn’t like, she begins talking 

about that new friend the same way. She has used lies and made up things that have never happened, to 



manipulate people to get things she wants, and if she doesn’t get what she wants she then goes on to disparage 

the people and talk about them and disrespect them and if you call her on it she comes after you. Its sad and 

disheartening to witness and see this in the hobby. This sort of behavior only weakens the hobby and causes 

issues at events that should never take place. It should be about a strong community. And only behavior that 

improves the hobby, and strengthens the female reenacting community, should be exhibited. 

 Women not supporting other women.  I feel we are greatly outnumbered a good portion of the time and if we 

stick together and stick up for each other we may be able to gain more respect. 

 The cattiness and competition. Who can wear the most impressions. Attention-grabbing. People not listening to 

unit authenticity standards. Hiding or hoarding sources. 

 I feel that a lot of women are closed off and not open to speaking to other female reenactors--especially when it 

comes to women who are not in the same friend circles or who do different impressions. Furthermore, when I 

have tried to get to know other female reenactors they are rude 90% of the time which makes forming 

friendship or talking about women's history with women difficult. 

 Letting personal grudges or feelings overshadow the purpose of reenacting.  

 The lack of resolution with fellow reenactors (male or female); gossip carries over from previous years/re-

enactments and there needs to be an end. The gossip/petty drama taints the reputation of the hobby and 

morale for new reenactors, participants and/or public audiences. Tolerance for intolerable behavior needs to 

stop. 

 Cliques. Oh, and pride. I’ve seen too many women not respond to help or criticism because of their pride, which 

is a disservice to everyone. 

 We’re low on numbers. So far I’ve only seen a handful of females and in my WWII family, there’s only 10 of us. 

 Lack of ladies educating themselves on correct uniforms, the wear of those uniforms, as well as availing 

themselves of regulation shoes, and era specific hairstyle techniques.  These details, or lack thereof, can make or 

break a strong impression. 

 Not enough women. Women not asking for help from other women but asking the guys 

 Not working together - in my unit particularly, there are several different impressions and we are working on 

trying to support each other as effectively as the men in our unit do (who all share the same impression). Other 

women-based units haven't always been as friendly with us as I have hoped - I wish we could all be better 

friends and learn more from each other! 

 There aren’t enough of us. As cool as it is to see women portraying different roles from factory workers, to 

riveters, to nurses, to women’s Army corps… There aren’t enough of us yet. There are still a lot more women 

who go to events with victory rolls in their hair & a vintage looking dress and high heels without consideration 

for the history behind what they’re wearing and why...(and don’t get me wrong these women look fabulous! I 

know they’re going for fashion call back more so then an impression...But, they don’t know why it was so 

important to put on the red lipstick, and wear the minimal fabric pattern dress.) 

 I keep hearing about FARB and those that are critical if your impression isn't 100% perfection. 

 I've never affiliated myself with any female groups because the groups that were out there when I started in 

WW2, like [Redacted], were cliquish and talked s*** about other female reenactors. I work in a building with all 

women already and I don't enjoy that kind of cattiness in my free time. 

 Getting started and accepted. It's hard to get a group and find people wanting to help you start in the hobby. 

 There are many female who know their history and have great kit but struggle with finding a unit that actually 

does stuff outside of supporting the male units. I think this can be a turn off to the hobby. 

 Not enough events that women in military service are included. 

 I see some people struggle (myself included) with accepting and recreating social norms of male and female 

roles, especially with all that has gone on over the past 5 years in the modern social eye. 

 The lingering reluctance of some reenactors and units to help other females in the hobby due to a fear they are 

not there for the right reasons.  Many dedicated women who have spent years researching still don't want to 

share knowledge with others because of the fear they are just there to spend the weekend with their significant 

other.   



 I feel like our weaknesses lay in the fact that we are often seen as unimportant and pushed into the background 

by a lot of the reenacting community, but it's not our fault and working really hard to change that! 

 Infighting and competition.  There's so much of this, and it's bull****. Also the expectation that we are 

supposed to do research FOR or just hand out a list of stuff to buy to someone who is dressing their wife/gf like 

a doll for a weekend, who would otherwise have no intention of participating in the hobby. 

 Lack of authenticity and commitment 

 Honestly, the females in my unit are super supportive of each other's impressions. The problems tend to stem 

from male members not seeing us as "real" members. 

 I don't know if this happens among the military reenactors, but some civilian women get a feeling of superiority 

because they are wearing originals and others are wearing reproductions.  Not all of us fit originals.  I would 

rather see more sharing of knowledge about wearing reproductions and less focus on wearing originals.   

 I have experienced feeling like I am on the outside when I have tried to interact with some groups in the female 

reenacting community over the years. It didn't help that when I started the hobby, I was an introvert and there 

was no group for me to join that did the same impression that I wanted to do.  Being a solo reenactor is hard.  

Since then other individuals and I have joined together to do our ARC impressions, but we are still rather new at 

presenting as a group and frequently feel like we have to prove our worthiness to be part of the whole. I also 

think that there is little support for those of us who are aging out of accurately portraying our preferred 

impression… I'm 2 decades older than the oldest of the WW2 ARC Military Welfare workers were allowed to be.  

I think that we need to look for ways that us older women can still fully participate in the hobby without being 

relegated to the sidelines or being pushed away from participating at all.  I love the hard work of doing my unit's 

donut and coffee mission, but living and working under canvas is getting more difficult as I age.  Maybe we 

should start a discussion on how we can remain relevant as we individually get too old to wear the uniform. 

 People will assume I lack knowledge due to being a women. Also I will admit I judge female reenactors who 

come into the hobby without researching. I feel like time and time again I’ve tried to help these women but they 

are there to look pretty or support their SO. Due to these people it reflect poorly on me who there for the 

immersion and learning aspects of the event. 

 Isolation from other female reenactors, especially if not working with a coed or all female unit.  

 While the guys go out in the field, we stay behind and get bored.  

 Judgmental cattiness. If you see something that needs correcting, be approachable about it. If someone 

approaches you with questions or a correction on your own impression, be open to suggestion. Everyone always 

thinks they know best, and we need to support one another with evidence based opinions to back our words. 

 The idea that “girls don’t do research” 

 The (sometimes) inability to truly help other reenacting women with their impressions by gossiping instead  of 

reaching out. 

 More impressions for older women, more varied home front, lectures/crafts 

 We tend to be automatically judged or discriminated against/treated as being just there to look pretty. It’s 

obviously important to many of us to do research but sometimes it feels like we have to doubly prove ourselves. 

 Lack of support from male counterparts and accuracy. 

 "What unit is your boyfriend in?", girlfriend babysitting assumed as a given by male units, women not striving for 

accuracy because they're just tagging along 

 The attitude that male reenactors are here to serve the females, the lack of actively doing things even when 

given ample opportunity(usually comes down to female unit heads being unwilling to work with others and not 

understanding military structure), complete disregard for material authenticity, lack of research into their 

appropriate roles. 

 Lack of standards/regulations for authenticity. When there are disagreements,  they can get nasty. 

 We can be catty and not always helpful and sharing. We also often have thin skins. We don't like to hear that the 

impression I've spent X amount of time on and was proud of is actually wrong. 



 There seems to be a bit a huge rift between US and German women’s units, a lot of the US reenactors are rude 

or talk down to the German reenactors because of what we portray 

 There are not enough women in the reenacting community. And it is hard to get the right supplies. 

 

Question 16: Any other comments? 
Excerpts:  

 I really do love this community, and I know this doesn’t apply to everyone, but there does seem to be a trend to 

other female reenactors looking down on German ones. We do what we do to educate the public, no matter 

what side your on,. In the end, we’re all on the side of History and Education 

 I'm not involved in much of the drama that goes on,  but wish it didn't get so nasty. I would like to be part of a 

group that promotes the American home front at events. 

 There are quite a few of the men that like to hit on or make creepy comments towards women and then bad 

mouth them when they are turned away or called out. 

 Female in the hobby is growing. There more events that are not just talking to the public, or sitting around doing 

nothing. Men and women are valuing using reenactors that want to portray being accurate. There are some 

issues: ie sexism and sexual harassment, but as more women come calling out these issues and demanding 

respect with research there more people for it 

 I definitely wish there were more military groups near me or more opportunities (central PA). 

 I love reenacting! I have a whole other family that I've built these last 5 years! 

 More plus size role models/examples and resources 

 I'm nonbinary, AFAB, and reenact both genders (primarily male though). Lately the other girls in the unit and I 

have been trying to get together outside of events to address gender issues within the unit. Hopefully all goes 

well and we can work some stuff out! 

 It would be great to see some sort of Commander's meeting between ALL units before events to foster 

communication, sharing of info and to get on the same page as to what they want to accomplish at that event. 

Let's set each other up for success to keep the hobby alive. 

 I’ve Been around a long time and been guilty of some of the things I hate. I’ve tried to learn from that and do 

better. I’m always trying to improve my impressions and my approach.  I’ve become less interested in my status 

in the hobby over time and more interested in my individual presentation.   

 An interested party, but there needs to be more support. I went to Rockford, IL last fall and met so many 

AMAZING female re-enactors (WASP, Land Army, and Rockford Peaches). They knew their stuff - some of the 

males were so wrong on the history while the women really engaged with the public and knew their stuff! This is 

what makes me want to get involved. 

 I’m glad to see the hobby grow so much in recent years.  

 Overall, I think as female interest in the hobby has grown, so has the drama. And the push-back from the guys. 

It’s such a struggle to be taken seriously. And it makes it worse when any and all new girlfriends are “recruited” 

to join the hobby and they have no interest in doing so (but they play along). I’m not sure where that leaves us, 

but I do know there are going to be a lot of challenges when it comes to uniforms and how strictly we can hold 

girls to those standards who don’t fit the mold or the available uniforms. Do we not include them for 

authenticity’s sake? 

 I loved reenacting, but no longer attend events in my area do to the negativity experienced with others. I  hope 

that if I move to a new area I can try again with more positive people in the future. 

 After reading this it sounds like I am just complaining which is not my goal.  There are many more good things 

than bad, which is why we all keep attending events.  There are more females attending than ever and people 

just don't know how to react as well since it is on the newer side.  I have also been lucky enough to fall in with a 

great group of people in a unit, as well as other all-male units and they have become fathers/uncles/brothers 



and have not only helped me at and outside of events, but also defended me and my unit members against 

others.  I am on the luckier side of things, not all females are. And to that I am very grateful. 

 There’s a need for more quality repros in *all sizes.* Also, the fandom community uses “codes of conduct” at 

conventions. I’d like to see events start using those too and have a reporting system to report harassment and 

other incidents.  

 

Section 2: Male Respondents 

Question 2: 
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Question 8: What do you feel are the biggest strengths of the female reenacting community? 
 Male respondents identified the biggest strength as being our ability to share the history of women during 

WWII, many viewed it as underrepresented and something that deserves as much attention as possible. Other strengths 

identified included diversity; female impressions with high authenticity standards and strong research; and dedication 

and tenacity of female reenactors.  

Excerpts: 

• It opens much more opportunities to discuss women’s role in historical context. Women have sacrificed so much 

for equality and this is just a fraction of that sacrifice. 

• They show a forgotten side that’s being brought back more and more and the units that care and do it well. Plus 

it’s a very interesting topic at least to me.  Other times it’s very accurate and spot on and you guys kick our 

a***** 7 ways to Sunday on details 

• Am a member of a rear HQ unit with almost 50% female membership. Our unit would have had such. We 

couldn't be authentic without them. Our women are just as enthusiastic about history as the men are. 

• Brings in a more accurate interpretation of history.  Reminding the public that it was a team effort, not just men 

shooting guns. 

• Their attention to detail, caring attitudes, and dedication 

• Knowing and understanding their role in the historical contexts of their respective eras and portraying 

accurately the lives of women during said eras 

• The few females who do re-enact are on average much more dedicated than their average male counterpart in 

almost any given unit or organization. 

• Female reenactors appear to be very well versed in the details of their own impressions and make great strides 

in furthering research on those impressions. Their collections of original documentation are usually complete 

and well fleshed out. 

• More research based impressions are appearing using solid documentation. 

• A more comprehensive representation of the era; role models for public service and volunteerism; a "voice" for 

our mothers' and grandmothers' experiences. 

• Most of the Females that do reenacting have a much more serious tone than most Male reenactors, and they 

take research and standards to a much higher level. 

• Authenticity. Possibly as a result of having more to prove to the predominantly male peers. 

• The UK ww2 female community is small, but very resilient and flexible. Persistence in the face of gender norms, 

male dominated hobby, limited kit options, and a plethora of other things 

• Being female in a male dominated hobby gives you a unique opportunity to portray something that is rarely 

seen within the reenacting community. By portraying a female reenactor, particularly female military personnel, 

then you’re more likely to turn heads and get noticed, as what you are portraying is so different. We all know 

that events are filled with jeeps and overweight Airborne, fighting SS, but there is more of an appetite for seeing 

something new, something fresh and totally unique and you have that. 

• It makes our hobby inclusive.  Women played a major role in WWII, and they rarely get the credit they deserve.  

Since most of my reenacting experience is static/living history display, we have some very active and 

knowledgeable female members. 

• Some female groups do a great job and shows the public that they played a massive part in the wars. 

• From what I've experienced, a general willingness to do some deep scholarly and well-evidenced research over a 

vast majority of their male peers. That in itself is commendable and an example to be followed by all. 

• Half the planet is female.  It's disingenuous not to have them around! 

• It tells of the universality of the war and has the potential of drawing bigger audiences to living history venues. 

• They bring an aspect the public either didn't know, forgot or never really considered. They usually do a bang up 

job at their impressions and encampments of all time periods. Just look at the time spent involved with their 

impression, including make-up and the proper hairstyles. I've seen the efforts they put into the whole area of 

their camps and what they display. Overall, in most camps they're friendly and outgoing when not involved with 



something else relative to their group. Just as in regular daily life, they're nice to have around even if one just 

hears them laughing in the distance. They even things out being around all the testosterone. I for one appreciate 

their being at events. 

• The fact that you have a really cool and unique role to reenact!! People love that and find it very interesting 

• A few prominent groups with solid research goals and good resources to help new members of the community 

• It’s growing and it’s better organized 

• Interest among females in the hobby seems to be growing much larger than it has in the past. 

• Unity. Women tend to help more and be more respectful than male reenactors 

• They definitely work hard, in a lot of cases harder than male reenactors. They bring a great uniqueness to the 

hobby by telling the untold story of the sacrifices females made in service of their country. 

• Not going to events as a stereotypical pin-up or Rosie the Riveter. I’m super stoked to see women doing 

awesome impressions from soviet infantry, German DRK, WAC, etc... Bravo ladies. 

• Showing a side of the war the truthfully did exist and is pretty much forgotten about.  Very solid bunch of ladies 

(ones I've dealt with), who are better than the large majority of men’s groups. 

• From my experience the female reenacting community is tight knit and help each other and the male side of 

things. They bring a very welcome and refreshing side to reenacting showing that WWII wasn't just a male affair. 

And that women contributed a huge amount. 

• Their attention to detail, caring attitudes, and dedication 

• A different perspective on the war, duties, and jobs of women of the era that sometimes get overlooked. 

• In a public setting it reinforces the totality of the war experience. For the reenactors themselves, it allows for a 

more family, inclusive atmosphere rather than just a bunch of guys having a weekend away. The benefit to the 

female reenactors themselves is incalculable I'm sure, as they are able to experience the deep satisfaction of 

living history in an era that they are passionate about. 

• The WAC & Red Cross units in HUSC are some of the most knowledgeable group of women I know, they wear 

their uniforms properly and carry themselves accordingly. They pull their knowledge of history, vintage wear 

and cosplay and make it their own. They are serious of all aspects of their impressions but also have a pure joy 

of the hobby. Both groups are looked up to by other HUSC groups because of their quality efforts to the hobby. 

• I am just getting started into WW2 Reenacting, but I definitely have to say that I am impressed with the 

authenticity of the female reenactors and the quality research that they put into their impressions. I also feel 

that they do a great job of communicating with the public and informing them about the vital role of women 

during WW2. 

• The motivation and enthusiasm to accurately portray and share the stories of women of all roles in the services 

both military and civilian during WWII. 

• Cohesion and enthusiasm of the female units I know of. 

• Quality female reenactors who spread knowledge 

• 1) They were there at the front in small numbers plus a large part of the home front.  2) Great help too; 

organization, registration, etc. 3) Adds different types of displays,  4) It makes it a family event! 

• It opens an entire different aspect of the war that many are either unfamiliar with or do not realize existed. This 

allows for even more impressions to be portrayed. 

• Revealing to all reenactors as well as the public the female part of the war and how females can be proud of 

portraying their roles rather than acting as men. It really breaks down norms within the hobby, which is great. 

• The growing numbers and interest shown from the public 

• The intercommunication skills, and information sharing with the knowledge sharing helpfulness! 

• I think it opens things up a bit. May get others interested in our hobby. 

 

Question 9: What do you feel are the biggest weaknesses of the female reenacting community? 
 The biggest weaknesses identified were too few female participants, lack of an emphasis on authenticity, and 

pushback/disrespect from male participants. Many respondents identified modern pin-ups, and unwilling/disinterested 



“wives and girlfriends” as being problematic. Other identified weaknesses were events excluding female participants, 

not enough organized units, not enough reproductions and women being in roles that are not in a historically accurate 

context.  

Excerpts: 

• From the ones I have seen they were pretty impressive. I do wish there were more . I would even like to 

have some Female re-enactors join our unit. 

• Participation based more on social reasons (I want to spend time with my boyfriend, etc) and rockabilly-level 

historical research. Modern notions of inclusiveness pushing women in to ahistorical combat-type roles at 

events. 

• Small group in a male-dominated community. 

• I feel that their is still some gender bias towards females due to older reenactors not willing to accept 

change. This is a small observation but nevertheless is relevant. 

• Research is often bypassed in order to get someone's wife/GF/SO outfitted for an event 

• The plethora of women that take the easy route and do "correspondent" or worse, random pin-up. 

• Girlfriend Tagalongs not held to the same authenticity. 

• The age demographic. There are quite a few now that are the right age and do it accurately, but most are 

still the 60 year old pin ups with white vans. Slowly it will get more accurate. I’ve seen great leaps in the four 

years I’ve been in the hobby 

• Research. Many females I know have a great looking Impression but very little information as to the role 

that individual would have had 

• Poor research and impressions that impact on females who actually do have good impressions. 

• The drama that certain women bring to the table. Women attending to pick up men. Inappropriate 

impressions. How mean women can be to other women starting out. My wife reenacts with me, on one 

occasion she received a very rude email from a self proclaimed female expert in the reenacting community. 

My wife did not respond to this individual’s email, but instead has withdrawn her participation at certain 

events to avoid the drama this person causes. My wife is an Army veteran and I think it’s laughable that 

women who have not served are throwing stones when their own impressions are not perfect. Men and 

women should stay in their own lanes and critique their own unit members in a constructive manner and if 

you have an issue with a member of another unit, take it up with their leadership in a professional manner. 

This is a hobby and the amount of drama I’ve seen in my 19 years of doing this is astounding. The other part 

of this whole issue is that self proclaimed experts are stirring the pot via social media which spills over to 

events 

• Lack of a large Reproduction Industry geared to Females. 

• They don't get as much praise as male reenactors 

• The number of women participating is much lower than men, so finding a group and a knowledgeable 

mentor seems to be more difficult. I think it intimidates more women from taking part. 

• The fact that it appears many female impressions are quite poor and men enable that by often treating any 

women in the hobby as sex objects. Thus when a woman posts an impression, often instead of receiving 

researched back criticism it's generally a bunch of guys being disgusting. The few times someone does 

decide to offer substantive criticism, they are shunned. While this is also the case in the male side of the 

hobby, it seems to be somewhat more common in the female side. I would also say the fact that female 

reenactors good names are tarnished by both "Pin-Up" types, who are there to essentially to be sex-objects 

as well as female reenactors who are only there because their significant other is also a reenactor and either 

he or she doesn't trust the other one to be alone for the weekend with the other. The latter is usually made 

worse by the fact that the male significant other is the one that researches and assembles the impression 

himself. Thus, given the poor baseline of most male reenactor research abilities and research, the results of 

doing the same for their significant others are not much better. Finally, another problem is the difficulty that 

some female reenactors have with doing suitable impressions at events and for instance, showing up doing 



WAC at a small tactical where it's supposed to be an immersive experience of an American platoon action in 

the Hurtgen Forest. Not every event is conducive to women reenactors, in a given impression, if the goal is 

an authentic event. This is an unfortunate side-effect of a gender-segregated military. However, this is also a 

problem for men, where you see people portraying 101st Airborne Division at an Anzio event. In both cases, 

the problem is the same, a failure to realize that one's impression is not always appropriate and 

unwillingness to either change one's impression or not to attend the event. 

• A lot of people (men and women) don’t get the uniforms right and they don’t put in the effort of getting the 

impression to the needed level.  

• Not enough numbers or female friendly events/roles 

• You have the entire spectrum (dedicated/flaky - farb/campaigner - etc.) of the male side of the hobby, but 

packed into a much smaller population. Also, it can be difficult for women to recruit serious women 

reenactors due to the male-dominated culture. 

• Seems to be lacking systematically organized groups 

• Like many male reenactors, lack of research, and mediocre impressions that give the public the wrong idea 

about how the female servicewoman dressed and looked. 

• I have to say lack of participation and/or exposure to the public 

• I think the biggest weakness that everyone has is farbs and attitude. Farbs are a given, but its annoying to 

see people who come to events with the “lets have a party” mindset rather than “let’s actually portray a 

person in history” mindset. 

• More difficult to find space in the community 

• Females that try to reenact Male roles. I'd say the same for males portraying females. 

• A lack of public knowledge on female involvement during the war seems to cause some members of the 

public to not take female reenactors seriously, or that some folks don't seem to think that female reenactors 

know their subject matter. Another weakness is the number of female "reenactors" who don't put the same 

amount of research and effort into their impressions and serve only to distract from those who do, and the 

insistence on some female reenactors on portraying the more fringe roles rather than the more 

commonplace one tends to discount the work that women did in a number of crucial support positions. It 

also seems that unlike most male reenactors, a number of female reenactors don't own much beyond their 

uniforms and seem to rely on the equipment of others to fill out their impressions. 

• A lot of female reenactors feel the desire to reenact men's roles, which detracts from the struggles and 

sacrifices that females went through during the period portrayed. 

• Differentiating between those with a passion for the history and those who merely want to dress up. This is 

an issue across the hobby, but still an issue. 

• All too often they are not taken seriously, the "women = pinup" effect so often overshadows the real work 

and contributions of female re-enactors. 

• I think they may be under represented in the reenacting community 

• Many do not take their impressions seriously, and succumb to just doing for glam and popularity. 

• Sadly, probably not being taken seriously by the male predominate units, and or weak or truly bad 

impressions by girlfriend-individuals 

• Probably quantity of female reenactors. But, that fortunately seems to be growing. 

• There is a large chunk that feel just because items are difficult to come by that they can just say forget it and 

take an easy incorrect way. I do USAAC pilot and good useable equipment is expensive and hard to find, but 

I do! 

• Downside to usually having very high standards in uniforms and kit make entry into groups difficult, 

especially for girls that are new to reenacting and want to do something other than just the Polka-dot dress 

and red lipstick look 

• Lack of support for diverse/out of the norm female impressions from the wider re-enacting community. This 

is sadly true in other eras as well. 

• Few good quality vendors and seemingly very few women involved to begin with. 



• Women in reenacting I feel are perceived as almost as a joke. They are seen as being dragged there by their 

significant other, with no independent interest. 

• Lack of interest in portraying an accurate representation of 1940s women. Also some female units become a 

babysitting unit for male reenactors girlfriends that have little or no interest in the history of the unit they 

are in. 

• There are two; firstly, the "pin-up" girls at public events. They have no intention of taking reenactment 

seriously and just get in the way. Secondly, is the immaturity of many male reenactors in regards to our 

female colleagues. They are not here for your sophomoric enjoyment. 

• Lack of leadership overall, military skills (common to both male and female sides). Not well-functioning as a 

military unit, with some exceptions. Also a lot of women who are dragged into the hobby by their 

“significant others,” thereby leading to a lot of part-timers tied to their boyfriends’/husbands’ event 

schedules. 

• The expectations of the public, and some other reenactors, who show veiled, or sometimes explicit, 

disapproval for someone's choice of reenacting impression. The number of women in uniform at 

reenactments seems more than fair, maybe still a little under represented, but the number of women I find 

in regular army units (excluding Russian) is quite odd. 

• I feel quality female groups are upstaged by pin-up girl floaters who like to saunter through events just to be 

in the limelight for photographers. Naturally, they are often further provoked by male participants. It's an 

issue out of the hands of professional female living historians, but a distraction to military bearing that 

should be discouraged. 

• Tattoos 

• Pin ups have a place in the Hobby but what I generally see is a bastardized sort of 40s but mostly 50s style 

pinups. I admire the effort but pinups need to have and set new standards that are correct to the 1940s, its 

not a rockabilly event : / and just makes everything look cheap.   

• when present, exactly the same problems affecting the male reenacting community (lack of accuracy, 

superficial role playing, etc.) 

• In my area, organization is the weak point.  We are mostly male member units.  The females portray the 

typical field nurse or clerics, but sometimes the impression doesn't fit the display.  It would be more 

meaningful to see all the females organize around one impression and show what women really did rather 

than just following the guys around in the field. 

• Tend to generate controversy by their mere existence (dudes tend to cause the actual controversy there), 

often a lack of research put into impressions, lack of suitable loaner gear 

• Trying to project modern gender roles and politics on history by "crossdressing" or trying to reenact 

anachronistic positions. 

• Not enough? Quality reenactors are hard to find anywhere, and even more rare in a much smaller 

population. Too many "wives and girlfriends," nothing inherently wrong with that, just some take it serious 

as above, some are general population, some just aren't interested in participating or putting in effort, but 

are there because of SO forcing them into it. Not really fair to them, nor the units that have to "babysit" 

rather than work their focus. "Dependa" types that need to be the center of attention and exert control over 

participants can be quite annoying. "Reenactor politics" as usual. Like the rest of us, none of that can fully 

dislodge those that keep doing their things and doing them well. 

• It is difficult to criticize the female reenacting community, because I feel that they are excellent reenactors 

that take pride in the hobby. I do feel that the female side of WW2 Reenacting is less known by the public, 

and therefore less women get involved in the hobby. Female reenactors do a great job of advertising the 

hobby, but sadly, the female side of WW2 Reenacting still seems to be lesser known. 

• I would love to say that the biggest issue I see is diversity and inclusion, and attempts to overthrow the toxic 

masculinity I observe. However, where I am at in north Texas, the female re-enacting community is non-

existent. I want to see those things listed above, but there would need to be a presence first. 

 



Question 10: If you could change one thing about female participation, what would it be? 
 The biggest changes that male respondents wanted to see were more female reenactors and more participation 

from them. This was addressed in a variety of ways, by more effort by groups, more effort by events, or just making a 

more welcoming culture. Authenticity standards were also identified as an area needing change, and holding women to 

the same level of standards as male participants was mentioned.  

Excerpts:  

• More "lower standard but still presentable" groups or events that newcomers and those interested can get 

a feel for reenacting in public events, and thus then have the drive to better their uniforms to the higher 

standards, as requirements are to what I know usually pretty high and thus off-putting to new comers, at 

least in my area of the US, that doesn’t have many WAC groups to begin with 

• Make it easier for them to join events. 

• Increase the level by which women participate in the living history hobby. I wound love to see women’s 

groups increase their capacity to deliver/continue to deliver top notch quality impressions across all 

disciplines that women supported during the war. 

• find a way they can feel more involved in a reenactment group 

• If I could change one thing, I would ensure that their are more and varied historically correct impressions 

readily available.  There is nothing wrong with nurse impressions as they were very well represented during 

the war so should they be in reenacting, however, where are the mechanics and other much less 

represented roles 

• To separate re-enacting, pin up, rockabilly and dress up. I’ve been to too many events where random girls 

show up with any piece of military clothing with stiletto heals to walk around as a reenactor. 

• Authentic standards like the males. Military customs and courtesies. Proper grooming standards and 

uniform appearances. 

• That one does not have to be limited to the standard female roles of the Military during the war, and that 

they can do male frontline combat impressions if they put their mind and the effort to it. 

• Recruit more military age (younger) reenactors, and retire post military age (male and female) to civilian 

roles. 

• Strict portrayal, uniform and structure standards which are enforced. 

• Know what you’re portraying, be specific, and be as close to 100% correct as you can get.   You have the 

ability to be the best, so stop settling.   

• Encouraging women to do a deeper look into the roles of women throughout history which are numerous 

and many times underrepresented in reenacting, without the temptation of many to insert women into 

scenarios in which they would either not have been present or otherwise not have had anything too do 

with. 

• I have heard, but have no first hand knowledge, that some of the female units can be a little exclusive.  Hard 

for new people to break into. 

• More of them, and organized so that there is a pool of serious experienced reenactors who can assist the 

new people coming in. I guess this would be by unit. 

• Females should fall into their own units and not fall in with all male units 

• As female if you want participate in combat do it in the right way. Women fighting in Normandy were French 

partisan. Women fought in red army as snipers, and combat paramedic. But for example, German nurses or 

us nurses never participate in combat. Nobody says a woman cant fight in battle reenactment, but better do 

it with the right impression. A woman using a men uniform, not hiding she is a woman, is the main issue in 

this. Many says in other eras they do, as Napoleonic reenactments. I have no problem with women 

portraying men, as far the can pass as a men hiding they are women. But I think this is sad, as there were 

many women who deserve to be remembered as good fighters. Roza Shanina, Simone Segouin, are a few 

names among many. 



• I think we need to give the women  in reenacting more credit and break the stigma that the women 

reenactors 1)  probably got dragged to the event by her boyfriend and has no interest 2) they’re there just 

to hook up with other reenactors. 3) they deserve to be heard. Men need to know when to shut up and 

listen up. I often see men talking over female reenactors and then getting upset because the woman spoke 

her mind. We my pretend it’s the 1940s but it’s 2019 and women’s are our equals and are just as 

knowledgeable as us 

• I don’t feel that as a white straight cis male that I am in a position to make recommendations. I would want 

to know what I can do to ensure I am doing everything I can to welcome and encourage and continue to 

foster an inclusive historical community. 

• I don't think it is necessary to join a group, but at least sharing of knowledge, posting of authenticity regs, 

and continuation of information on the web really helps those who are trying to get into it. OR at least it 

helps their boyfriends get the info. 

• More female centric units. 

• Simply reach out more and increase participation and engagement 

• More participation! Like I said before women of this era tend to be overshadowed! Time to shine ladies! 

• My question is how can what could a male community do to improve female interest within the community, 

in order to remember history better.  

• I don't like to see female reenactors in uniforms that weren't issued to female members of the army. For 

example US paratrooper. There are great units - even Army Air Force - where girls had a lot to do and did 

great service. Let's be authentic! 

• More serious female reenactors and living historians in the hobby. 

• Having a place for women to be able to go and help fill the void!  While there are several women at 

reenactments, they are most often in ones and twos spread out through the male units.  If there were a 

place for them to go, sleep, eat, etc. it would be quite valuable.  If I bring my wife what is she really going to 

do?  She can hang out in the camp, but in reality that's not where she's supposed to be.  There aren't 

enough female centric roles to be filled because there isn't much organization for them at events.  There are 

exceptions to the rule, but largely it's not the case. If I have to have a fresh haircut, clean shave, accurate 

weapon parts, complete and accurate kit, and all the needed accoutrements needed to pass any serious S&A 

it's disingenuous to have my wife in an infantry camp. 

• This is a general philosophy I have about all reenactors: do more aimed for youth and families. Activities, 

programs, and interactive components are essential to getting younger audiences to be participants rather 

than spectators. 

• More of it in dedicated groups, ex.(WAC,ANC,etc.) instead of just girlfriends accompanying boyfriends. So 

maybe more recruitment from dedicated groups? I’m sorry I’m not sure how to write out my thoughts on 

this 

• More opportunities by event organizers for them to be involved and their impressions showcased 

• Nothing really, the ladies I've meet in "uniform" seem to be some the best reenactors out there and 

changing anything about them would not be necessary 

• More of it. Tacticals could use more women roles whether helping with coordination/logistics to nursing 

• Have the same authenticity standards as everyone else. 

• I would like to see more females understand that they can participate. I'd also like to see females have more 

varieties in jobs so that they can feel included in the hobby. It's a great lifestyle and I one day hope to see 

women enjoy it as much as I do. 

• Allow them to be less dependent on male units for knowledge, event planning and participation, and 

“military life” skills/knowledge for living history. Learn ranks, courtesy, formations, military appearance, and 

be better than male reenactors in as many ways as possible. 

• Show women in maintenance and support roles other than medical 

• Find ways to increase participation!! 



• If I could change one thing about female involvement in the WW2 Reenacting community, I would structure 

Reenacting events to better showcase female involvement in WW2 and allow female reenactors to 

participate more. I feel that while female reenactors are allowed at many events, there are few events that 

truly showcase the importance of female roles during WW2. I would not necessarily limit any of the other 

parts of the events such as battle scenarios, but rather increase the presence of female roles at the events. 

• Imagine if female participation was limited to members of established units who have done the research 

and enforce standards... 

• More numbers, and better attention to detail seems there are slightly lower authenticity standards for 

females (though it’s a hobby wide issue) 

• That females portray the norm, not the exceptions 

• Less bring your current girlfriend into reenacting and more authentic female based units with real 

impressions. 

• I really don’t know how to answer that. I have met both ends of female reenactors doing French resistance. I 

have met some amazing females and others that don’t want any help. I guess it would be working with good 

people more? 

• Have women belonging to a single unit do a unified impression. 

• I’d like to see both men and women put in the effort to properly portray the role of the impression they 

have chosen to do in this hobby. 

• Have more women doing home front such as a Rosie the Riveter. 

• More education and information on the role of women in military to the general public and people 

interested in history. 

• There were larger more organized groups for my friends 

• We always need more Helferen. Anything to help spread the knowledge of history. 

• I honestly wish I could see more women involved in groups.  Half of all human beings are female after all, 

they should be well represented. 

• More women involved in various types of impressions. 

• If possible, find a way to be able to integrate more with male heavy units to accurately show the diverse 

roles that women had at all levels of the services during the war. Try to have WACs interspersed within 

headquarters companies. See if WASP/flight nurses can cooperate with Air Force living history units. 

Coordinate with military vehicle owners to let motor pool WACs work on/assist in operating them. If 

anything try to make a dispersed, cooperative presence rather than keep to the confines of one particular all 

female unit. 

• More female participants and interest from the community to support female growth in the community 

• they'd meet basic requirements of fitness, appearance, and historical knowledge - ideally so would the men 

• Promote trades for females in their respective services 

• Tell the women's stories rather than pretend to be men. Those stories are just as important. 

• Treat female re-enactors as peers and full blown participants in all relevant scenarios, not just as an adjunct 

to the big show. 

• I'd like to see more units at the events 

• I would like to see more women at events who show interest in accurately representing combatants, non-

combatants, or civilians, no matter the time period, rather than just showing up in something vaguely 

vintage to have photos taken of them 

• The same as I would change of any Reenactor, regardless of the gender they identify: respect the uniform 

and history. 

• Hold female lone-wolf or girlfriend types to a higher (ie equal) standard. Otherwise just wanting more of 

them (We do US Homefront mostly so..) 

• More of it, and more interaction between male and female reenactors in the field. More about how they 

worked together, and not just separately. 

• I think male counterparts need to show the respect and willingness to help their female counterparts 



• Keep it in an accurate context with high authenticity. 

• A greater focus on proper research and accurate portrayals by more members of the female reenacting 

community, as well as personal acquisitions of significant pieces of equipment beyond uniforms and basic 

personal gear. 

• More publicity for them at events and increased visibility to the public so they realize women did more in 

ww2 than just be pretty pin ups. 

• More well researched impressions that are based more on historical accuracy rather then impressions that 

just make females "look good", i.e. the numerous amount of "pin-up reenactors" 

• There would be more of it, and women would feel more comfortable. 

• The get rid of unfortunate far too many men who try to stop women from entering the hobby or making 

ladies impression a harder task to do. 

• Let them mix in with regular GI's. But have the regular standards such as hair. Whether it's in a bun or if it's 

cut. It's all up to the unit and the reenactor 

• More participants in and written scenarios for women to participate in 

• No women in combat. 

• More organized efforts! 

• For more accurate women impressions and more women to join re enacting 

• I don't think that's something I have the right to do. The advice I would give would be to have a unit that is 

predominantly female to put together presentations or events to specifically address the feminine 

experience of the war. 

• More public displays. Males get to drill and do weapons and tactics displays. It would be nice to see female 

reenactors be able to demonstrate a specific task or function to the public. 

• Come out more often and recruit 

• I feel that reenacting in general is fairly noninclusive to females. Not because events or groups don’t allow 

women but because most women either don’t portray a female impression that was on the front, or portray 

males. Would be nice to see women portraying more things that allow them to accurately be on the 

frontline or at least close to it. 

• Make an event where that impression can actually do what they represent 

• No swing dresses, their need to be more women in Uniform. Beside this they need to get the uniform and 

personal appearance right 

• Again research. I love that the female groups are growing but it just seem like there is not enough research 

done by the individuals to explain their impression to the public. Note this is also in the male side of the 

hobby but stands out more in the female as there is a small amount to pull information from and 

overshadow the lacking facts 

• I'd make sure more women knew about the opportunities they'd have in the hobby. 


